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Abstract
This paper discussed the state of prison libraries and its services to the prison inmates in Nigeria.
It takes a look at the collaboration of Nigerian Prisons Service with National Open University
Nigeria (NOUN) and the NGOs. Problems that hinder the development of prison library services
in Nigeria such as inadequate funding and space, difficulties in accessing information materials,
and poor infrastructure, and poor collection management and management of prison by nonprofessionals, among others were examined. The roles of prison libraries in integrating the prison
inmates back to society were also discussed. It was however recommended, in order to improve the
library services in Nigerian prison that there is a need for proper funding of Nigerian prison
libraries by government, while the body should also partner with Non-government organisations
(NGOs), and improve on collection development policies. Provision of easy access to all the
information materials available was also stressed along with management of prison library by
librarians as parts of the solutions to various problems confronting libraries used by inmates in
their struggle for survival, reconstruction, corrections, and final reintegration into Nigerian
society.
Keywords: Incarcerated persons, Libraries, Prison libraries, Prison Inmates, Library services

1

Introduction
Prison inmates are set of people that are restricted to prison as a result of a crime or crimes
committed. Some are detainees because they could not afford the fine imposed on them for their
offences, while some inmates are awaiting trials. Another group are people on short term
imprisonment, long term imprisonment or lifetime imprisonment depending on the degree of the
offence committed. The last group are person convicted to die by hanging, electric shock, or other
means as determined by the court. Luckily, any of the group could be set free through government
pardon. In Africa, most of the prisons are marked by congestion and inhuman treatment. The
inmates are packed in rooms without ventilation, and are not well fed or healthy; all this
contributes to the psychological trauma they go through (Ajogwu, 2006). The prison institution in
most countries of the world provides a rehabilitation and correctional facility for those who violate
the rules and regulations of their society as against strict punishment (Oroleye, 2018). But, while
the inmates are in prison, undergoing necessary corrective and transformation measures, they
needs to be informed because if you are not inform you will be deformed. Hence, the prison library
services that are designed to disseminate information to the inmates come to play.
The inmates need information in other to cope with the prison situation and the future when they
are eventually released. The information could only be made accessible through various types of
information resources selected, acquired, processed, stored, organized and disseminated to inmate
by the prison libraries. Prison libraries serve a number of roles in a prison community. It provides a
source of entertainment for the incarcerated, facilitate education, and offer a place to; research
legal cases, tutoring services from civilian volunteers, teachers, or other inmates (Wikipedia,
2019). Prison libraries have the responsibility of assisting inmates to increase their learning
capabilities and empower them so that upon completion of the prison term, they would be declared
employable for self-actualization and reintegration into society. Information is the key for
individual development and capacity building as it aids the improvement of well-being.
Prison inmates globally feel and face the same urge to access and use information resources in
meeting their information needs just like people who are not in prison confinement. Incarcerated
persons have the same reading interests and information needs of other free citizens in the larger
society as such, require knowing what they can do with their lives while in prison (Campbell,
2005). Some prisons provide educational programs for inmates that can include basic literacy,
secondary education, or even college education. However, the educational needs of the inmates
often come into conflict with the security concerns of prison staff and with the public that wants to
be tough on crime by denying prisoners’ access to education. This was also stressed by Singer
(2000) that many prison functionaries try to stop entry of materials to library on the basis that it
may be harmful to the security of the institution and mental health of the inmates.
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More importantly, the contributions of prison libraries in Nigeria are expected to be considerably
significant especially in its efforts through extension and outreach programs in servicing the
inmates in various prison facilities in Nigeria. According to Popoola (2008) from time
immemorial, mankind has employed information as a tool in the search for solutions to problems
that he has come to grapple with. The provision of information for the prison population cannot be
described as a straight drawn line as some critics wonder why a person incarcerated for committing
a crime should be granted right to information. Nevertheless, it is important to note that prison
inmates are members of the society who also yearn for information and as such have the right to
information just as every other citizen.
However, its pace of development had been slowed down and there has been scarcity or no
literature in the role of prison library in its effort to better the lot of inmates’ access to and use of
information in Nigerian prisons. This was corroborated by Adeagbo (2016) that the support
provided by libraries for the re-integration programs of inmates in Nigerian prisons studied are
very limited. This is so because most of the prison libraries in Nigeria are close to extinction and
are not performing as expected.
Review of Related Literature
According to Lehmann (2000), incarcerated persons generally have the same reading interests and
information needs as individuals in the free world; they can, however, be considered disadvantaged
by the mere fact that they do not have physical access to libraries in the outside community.
Demographic data show that they are further disadvantaged by a disproportionally high level of
illiteracy, lack of educational attainment, insufficient vocational skills, and a high rate of mental
illness and emotional instability (Lehmann, 2000). The International Federation of Libraries and
Associated Institutions’ (IFLA) Guidelines for Library Services to Prisoners, make some
suggestions on the types of library services to be provided for the prisons inmates (Lehmann and
Locke, 2005). They advise that provision should be based on a demographic profile of the prison
population and the library long-range plan. According to the IFLA guidelines, all prison libraries,
regardless of size, should be supervised or managed by a professional librarian with the necessary
qualifications and skills obtained through a university degree in library and information science or
equivalent library school diploma. Lehmann (2000) adds that a broad academic education in
traditional librarianship that includes coursework in outreach services, literacy, multicultural
resources, legal collections, and materials for the learning disabled, is probably the best foundation
on which to build a career in prison librarianship.
The fact that “books can save” is supported by the American Correctional Association’s Manual
on Library Service which states that the library programme and its services should be geared to all
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prison inmates enabling them to improve their ability to live successfully in these rapidly changing
periods. Campbell (2005) and Palmer (2000) agree on the therapeutic potential of the book on the
mind. This practice of using books to ensure healing of the psychologically disturbed is referred to
as bibliotherapy. The term bibliotherapy originated from two Greek words “biblion” (book) and
“oepatteid” (healing). Palmer (2000) describes the concept of bibliotherapy as the use of books to
help people like prison inmates to solve problems and make change in their personal lives.
Recognition of education as a principal factor in rehabilitation and in the eventual reintegration of
offenders as productive members of the community is a significant new stance for prisons
(Wilhemus, 1999). As a result, it is becoming increasingly important for prison libraries to take a
lead in this direction to ensure the achievement of the mission of the prison and justify its
existence.
Both Harlow (2003) and Wilhemus (1999) also believe that the educational role of the library is
clear and that with over 40% of prisoners needing to attain high school equivalency, and another
50% ready to move past high school and into post-secondary education, there is an obvious need
for academic programming in prisons and planned collections that supports their educational needs
and goals. Surprisingly, Oroleye (2018) in his study revealed that about 70% of the prison inmates
at Abeokuta, Ibadan and that of Akure prisons used for his study affirmed that library facilities
were not available in Nigerian prison understudy. Roles of libraries in lives of prisoners are
therefore important not only during the term of a prisoner's incarceration, but also when the
prisoner is released back into society. This is especially true of prisoners who have spent a long
time being incarcerated, `as public libraries offer beneficial services.
A related study conducted by Folorunso and Folorunso (2019) in two (2) selected Prison facilities
in South-Western Nigeria, namely Ado-Ekiti Federal Prison in Ekiti State and Ilesha Federal
Prison, Osun State Nigeria. The study discovered that skill acquisition information, life after jail
information, entrepreneurship information, social/entertainment information, health information,
and spiritual information dominated the inmates information needs of the two prisons visited. It
was revealed that the inmates scored the prison libraries high in meeting their information needs
while in incarceration. The findings also showed that the conditions of the prisons visited were
uncomfortable to the prison inmates in the two prisons visited.
Prison Library Services in Nigeria
Prison library is a special library that provides specialized library services to the prison inmates. It
provides varieties of quality information materials in terms of currency, relevance, accuracy and
ease of use to meet and satisfy the information needs of its users. Okwo, Ugwuanyi and Ezeji
(2010) noted that library services to prisoners are critical to their rehabilitation into the larger
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society on release. But in Nigeria, it has been observed that the provision of library services to
prison inmates has been grossly undercut; which has resulted in situations where most prison
libraries are left with scanty information resources to support inmates’ further education and
general reading interests. If the library fails to meet the information needs of its users, then
satisfactory and effective services have not been rendered.
In other words, the library users must be satisfied with the services provided by the library which
must be able to meet their information needs in format desired at the right time. The required
services mostly provided by librarians in prison libraries in Nigeria are as follow; Users’
Education, Reference Services, Lending Services and Current Awareness Services (CAS),
Selective Dissemination Services (SDI), Extension Services, Reprographic Services, Audio Visual
Services, Internet Services, Photocopy Services and Translation Services.

Fig. 1

PRISON LIBRARY SERVICES IN NIGERIA

The provision of library services to prison inmates in Nigeria has been completely undermined
leading to unavailability of information resources in prison libraries that should cater for inmates’
reading interests (Emasealu, 2017). But, this negate the study carried out by Folorunso and
Folorunso (2019) using two hundred and fifty prison inmates in two (2) selected Prison facilities in
South-Western Nigeria, namely Ado-Ekiti Federal Prison in Ekiti State and Ilesha Federal Prison,
Osun State Nigeria. The findings indicated that User Education, Mobile Library Services,
Interlibrary Loan, Lending Services, Internet Services, Reference Services Outreach Services, was
provided by prison libraries visited.
Establishment of Nigerian Prisons Services
The establishment of the first prison at the Broad Street Prison was built in Lagos in 1872, but the
prison ordinance providing for the establishment of prison was passed along with the Supreme
Court ordinance in 1876. Therefore, the prisons administration in Nigerian started in 1876, when
the prison ordinance came into force while from 1876 to 1920, the Police Department managed it.
5

However, by 1920, the police ceased to be in-charge of prisons administration in Nigeria. The
Nigerian Prisons Services (NPS) as an indispensable Department of the Federal Ministry of
Interior and is Headed by a Comptroller-General of Prisons. The Nigerian Prisons Service is
administered by the Custom, Immigration and Prisons Services Board (C.I.P.B) located at
Gwagwalada in Abuja. It was established by the CIPB Decree No. 14 of July 11, 1986 and
inaugurated by Col. John N. Shagaya, the then Honourable Minister of Internal Affairs, now
known as Ministry of Interior on October 17th 1986. However, types of prison in Nigeria can be
classified as: Juveniles/Minor, Correctional Facilities, Female-Only Prisons, Security Prisons,
Psychiatric Prisons, and Military Prisons (Tersoo, 2019).
PRISON TRENDS IN NIGERIA
Table 1: Prison Trends in Nigeria from 1982 - 2018
Year

Population

Prison population rate (per 100,000
of national population)

1982

41, 034

53

1985

53, 786

64

1990

54, 079

57

1993

41, 482

40

1996

52, 000

47

2000

44, 450

36

2002

40, 048

31

2004

38, 999

29

2006

40, 953

29

2008

41, 143

27

2010

46, 586

29

2012

51, 560

31

2014

56, 785

32

2016

63, 142

34

2018

71, 522

37

SOURCE: World Prison Brief Data (2020)

The Table 1 above shows the population trend of inmate in Nigerian prison between 1982 and
2018. It was revealed that 2018 has the highest population of 71,522 inmate in Nigerian prison,
followed by 2016 having the population of 63,142 inmate, while 56,785 inmates was recorded in
2014 and 51,560 in 2012 respectively. The least was recorded in 2004 where the population was
38,999 followed by 1982 that recorded 40,034 inmates in Nigerian prison. The trend revealed
gradual decrease in population from 1982 to 2010 which however, started to experience increase
from 2010 to 2016.
6

COLLABORATION OF THE NIGERIAN PRISONS SERVICE WITH NATIONAL OPEN
UNIVERSITY OF NIGERIA (NOUN)

In a bid to improve the educational development of inmate, the Nigerian Prison Service collaborate
with National Open University Nigeria (NOUN) which then established a special Study Centre at
the Kirikiri Maximum Prison on December 4, 2009, Awka Prisons, Enugu Maximum Prison, and
others thereafter. This afforded about 13 inmates the opportunity to register for various
undergraduate degree programmes in 2010, and about eight (8) inmates registered gained
admission into the University.
According Magnus (2018) in “The Sun Newspaper”, no fewer than 465 inmates are currently
undergoing various undergraduate programmes, 23 master’s degree students while two are
studying for their PhD in 10 special study centres of NOUN across the country. Further,
Chukwunonso Nomeh, 38, from Enugu State who was awaiting the hangman’s noose in the Enugu
Maximum Prison, recently made history as the first prisoner in West Africa to bag a master’s
degree. He was also the best graduating inmate in the country in 2017. The Fig 1 below shows the
graduation of Inmates in one of the South East prisons who embraced education with NOUN.
Fig. 2: Prison Inmate Graduating in NOUN

Source: The Sun (2018) from https://www.sunnewsonline.com/prisoners-in-classrooms/

However, the prison authorities are poised to continue to collaborate with NOUN to help willing
and qualified inmates to pursue programmes of the interest at the University since they could not
study outside the prison. The decision of the Management and Senate of National Open University
Nigeria (NOUN) to establish study centres in some of the nation’s prisons has started yielding
fruits as three inmates were among the over 7,000 that recently graduated from the 13-year-old
institute at its 4th convocation held in the Main Exhibition Hall of the National Theatre, Iganmu,
Lagos.
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Collaboration of Nigerian Prisons Service with Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
The NGOs' serving the prisoners such as Prisons Rehabilitation and Welfare Action (PRAWA),
and Welfare of Women Prisoners (SWEP), donate books to the prison as a way of satisfying their
educational needs. Aside these two (2) NGOs, other notable NGOs that also collaborate with
Nigerian Prisons Service by providing libraries and information resources useful for the inmate is
Zaccheus Onumba Dibiaezue Memorial Libraries (ZODML). ZODML is NGOs according to
Alabere (2016) that was established in 1999. ZODML opened the first prison library in Ikoyi
correctional centre in March 2013 and greatly encouraged by the immediate impact on the inmates,
went on to do the same in Kirikiri Maximum Security, Medium Security and Badagry prisons in
Lagos where the commissioning was performed by the Controller General (CG) of Prisons, Dr.
Peter Ekpendu on the 17th of April 2016. In 2017, the NGO set up additional four libraries at
Nnewi Medium Prison, Ekwulobia Prison, Enugu Prison and Orji-river Prison respectively
(ZODML, 2019). Nnewi and Ekwulobia prisons, Anambra State. They pledged to take advantage
of the provision of the library to improve their education and enhance their entrepreneurial skills.

Fig. 3: Library Donated by ZODML

Source: ZODML (2019) from https://zodml.org/blog/commissioning-prison-librarieslagos#.XG6njFVKjIU
PROBLEMS THAT HINDER DEVELOPMENT OF PRISON LIBRARY SERVICES IN
NIGERIA
The problems that limit the development of prison library services in Nigeria are identified as;
Inadequate Funding
Inadequate funding is a major challenge facing prison libraries in Nigeria today, Nigerian Prison
libraries are on the low end of budget priorities for prisons in Nigeria, and public libraries cannot
satisfactorily stand up to these responsibilities effectively as a result of constant rise in inmates
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population in Nigeria. This assertion was buttressed by Sambo, Usman, and Rabiu (2017). It is
difficult to provide up-to-date information resources and services with a limited budget and space.
Some prison library staff feels they do not have the time to complete all of the tasks they need to
because prison libraries are under-staffed due to inadequate funding. Some librarians feel like they
are guards and other libraries are monitored by correctional officers.
Censorship
Censorship is another major challenge reported by prison libraries. The Federal Bureau of Prisons
regulations state that publication can only be rejected if they are found to be “detrimental to the
security, good order, or discipline of the institution or if it might facilitate criminal activity.”
However, prisons censor materials far beyond these guidelines. Restrictions on the content of
materials in prison libraries are imposed by prison authorities such as wardens, administrators, and
security personnel, resulting in the infringement on prisoner’s right to read. Both formal and
informal processes of censorship occur in the prison, and there is significant variation in which
materials are censored from one institution to the next.
Poor Collection Management
Due to low acquisition of information resources, many prison libraries in Nigeria are like reading
rooms. The prison library is currently stocked with materials that are largely for basic and
preparatory education as well as religious materials. The collection also excludes any standard
textbook materials for academic purposes. Most of the library collections do not include materials
in print and other formats to meet the informational, educational, cultural, recreational, and
rehabilitative needs of the prison population. It was also revealed that the collections in these
prison libraries are being managed by people without proper training in information handling and
management (Okwo, Ugwuanyi and Ezeji, 2010).
Inadequate and Out Dated Collections
Omagbemi and Odunewu (2007) asserted that in Nigeria, the prisons being characteristically a
closed system receive little attention and care from the public and policymakers. As such, the
prison library stock is grossly inadequate. While, most of those that were available are out dated.
This assertion was corroborated by Omolola (2015) who stated that information resources
available in the prison studied were old and could neither meet the information needs of the
inmates making them unsatisfied.
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Difficulties in Accessing Information Materials
The library’s poor reputation in many prisons in Nigeria was attributed to difficulties in accessing
information materials by prison inmates as pointed out by Sambo, Usman, and Rabiu (2017). More
often time, this is due to some security measures put in place at the detriment of confined offenders
who desperately need information. Particularly, persons with physical disabilities, knowing fully
that the more accessible information materials are to them, the more likely they are to be used. The
situation is somewhat different and even more difficult for those in a confined environment. This is
because their information needs in their current situations and for the future (reintroduction into
the society) are not encouraging, as they have to depend solely on whatever information that is
being provided for them.
Non-Availability of Relevant Information Resources
Non-availability of relevant information resources according to Emasealu (2017) to inmates
resulted to a negative effect on inmate rehabilitation as they are being denied of information and
cannot attain self-actualization. Therefore, the process of reformation cannot be said to have taken
effect. Hence, the non-availability of information materials in Nigerian prisons makes the prisons
more of custodians than the rehabilitation of offenders (Adegboye, 2015).
Inadequate Space and other Physical Facilities
The physical space occupied by the libraries is inadequate for the prison inmates. Most were not
designed for library use, work flow, and proper functionality. The libraries environment is not
attractive and comfortable for reading as argued by Sambo, Usman, and Rabiu (2017), and above
all not centrally located. Ogundipe (2006) and Eze (2008) harped on the decayed state of prison
infrastructure and equipment noting that Nigerian prison infrastructure, equipment and logistics
have experienced decades of neglect. For instance, prison library furnishing which includes
shelves, book stacks, reading carrels and chairs are completely in a state of disrepair. Imade (2005)
submitted that a twenty-five (25) capacity cell has about eighty-six (86) inmates, the prison is
congested and is only opened once in a week; no regular bath is allowed, inmates are underfed,
meals are not well prepared. No doubt, when inmates are subjected to such conditions, using the
library cannot readily come to mind.
Ineffective usage of Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
There is no record of use of state-of-the-art ICT in Nigerian prison libraries and information today,
this has shortened the scope of service delivery, effectiveness and dampens the drive from the
inmates in the use of information. Communication technology has revolutionised information
industry today, but Nigerian prison libraries is still far away in this regards. Glennor (2003) posited
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that when ex-offenders return to the society, they face the digital divide because while
incarcerated, they had no access to the Internet and thus his or her knowledge is limited to
exaggerated concepts or complete ignorance of its possibilities. He further explained that prison
libraries with computer and Internet access, have stringent rules governing the use by the inmates.
Poor Evaluation of Library Services to Inmates
Another problem that hindered the smooth development of prison library services in Nigeria is
poor periodic evaluations of library resources and services. This is expected to ensure that the
prison library meet the needs of the targeted audience. People-friendly services such as sourcing
for scholarships for inmates, provision of satellite television/cable television service and
newspaper service for inmates to promote awareness and keeping them informed about happenings
outside the prison walls are sometimes noted to be lacking among prison library staff in most
correctional institutions in developing nations like Nigeria.
Management of Prison Library by Non Professional
It was not surprise seeing that the Nigerian Prison Libraries are managed and supervise by nonprofessionals. This assertion aligned with that of Womboh (1991) and Sambo, Usman, and Rabiu
(2017) who noted that Nigerian prison libraries lacked professional librarians. For instance
according to Womboh, four out of the seven libraries studied do not have library staff and the
libraries are being looked after by welfare workers. Most of the people put in-charge in Nigeria do
not have certificate which could qualified them in managing a library as mandated by Librarians
Registration Council of Nigeria who is the only body empowered and mandated in regulating the
practise and conduct of Librarians in Nigeria. At least, the officer should have Diploma Certificate
in library related field to be a Library Officer, and B.Sc. or Master in Library Related field to be a
librarian.
THE ROLE OF PRISON LIBRARIES IN NIGERIA FOR REHABILITATION,
RECONSTRUCTION AND REINTEGRATION OF INMATES INTO THE NIGERIAN
SOCIETY
Prison libraries perform various roles to support the objectives of its parent’s body in Nigeria.
These roles include:
The use of Information and Communication Technology
With the advent of information and communication technology (ICT), some of the prison libraries
have introduced an automated circulation and catalogue system which uses a bibliographic
database in international standardized format (MARC 21). Access for patrons to computers with
multimedia software is provided for informational, educational, and recreational pursuits of prison
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inmates. Library staff also has access to the Internet and to email, in order to answer information
requests, search web based library catalogues, communicate with professional colleagues and
vendors, take distance learning classes, and participate in interlibrary loan. Where prison network
security permits, prisoners are given supervised Internet access for education and treatment
purposes, as well as pre-release planning.
Provision of Information Sources and Reading Space during Incarceration
Another role play by the prison libraries is ensuring that access to information is enhanced as
adequate information is cardinal to inmates’ reformation. Public library is the local centre of
information, making all kinds of knowledge and information readily available to its users.
Information and reading have been found to be a very powerful tool in every walk of life and it
takes a special significance for the inmates. It, not only builds their knowledge and vocabulary
base, it also develops their capacity for internal reflection – a crucial skill often lacking among
criminals (Jordet 2008). Prison libraries play a positive role in the lives of the prisoners through the
provision of information resources which assist and enhance them in the skills acquired as well as
help them address their psychological problems and attitudinal behaviour (Omolola, 2015).
Cunningham et al. (2003) observed that reading is a proven exercise in vocabulary building, a skill
that would benefit many inmates. Jordet (2008) expressed the view that if a reader identifies with a
character in a story it can affect self-concept; if an inmate reads a story that engages him in roleplaying in his mind, he is invited to reflect upon who he once was, who he thinks he is, or who he
might become. Information and reading, hence, offer a connection to a wider culture for prisoners
who often feel isolated, alienated and cut-off from the outside world. Information and reading
create a cathartic experience and consequently, assist them to develop an empathic mind; this is
sometimes not common among incarcerated people whose mind is often characterized by sinister
and concealed thoughts.
Helping Inmates in Using Information Resources for Reformation
The prison library has often served as a haven for a retreat into the world of opportunity to learn
about moral development and other forms of positive behaviours. Once in prison, most prisoners
quickly relapse into a world of loneliness, depression, anger, aggression, frustration, idleness and
other forms of psychological disturbances. They, therefore, need regular supply of information to
fill that gap of psychological need and of belongingness; where they might find help and how they
could be free from the harsh reality of prison (Burt, 1977).
The poor condition of prison library facilities which remains unaddressed overtime has prevented
inmates from the effective utilisation of information resources and the consequence of its negative
12

effects on their reformation process. The main objective of the prison system ought to be the
support of reformation of inmates, and not the just passive hoarding of societal offenders.
Attention should be given to inmates, to assist them to internalize the prison programmes as a
catalyst to their behaviour modification from socially unacceptable norms to positive behaviours.
The role of information, therefore, as an important tool for the survival of convicted persons
cannot be relegated to the background as has been re-echoed in most correctional studies (Henry,
2010; Mfum, 2012). Information is essential in prisons due to the vital role it plays in reformation
and rehabilitation of inmates (Omolola, 2015). For this reason, prisons, like other segments of
social institutions deserve functional libraries geared towards the provision of information
resources for beneficial use of the inmates.
Conclusion
Prison library is established to support the reformation, rehabilitation and integration of inmates
back to the society through provision of necessary library facilities and services. But, in recent
times, library services to inmates in Nigerian Prison have been unpopular and very poor.
Rehabilitation have become almost impossible and instead of transformation, most often, released
prisoners turn out to be more hardened and sophisticated in criminal engagements. No thanks to
strict use of available information resources within prison walls of which is over two hundred and
thirty (230) prison facilities in Nigeria. Inadequate funding, inadequate space and information
materials, management of prison library by non-professional, were other issues that also beg for
answers. There is need for general library services overhaul in Nigerian prison libraries, services
that boost accessibility to information resources and inmates’ patronage of prison library, overall
library services efficiency, education and knowledge level of inmates should be urgently and
strongly encouraged. Dilapidated and acutely inadequate infrastructure, together with ineffective
usage of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has reduced prison inmates in Nigeria
into people living in the destitution and horror of middle ages. Therefore there is need for free and
easy access to library resources capable of influencing academic performance of prison inmates
and their psychological wellbeing in confinement and after release. However, the roles of libraries
to Nigerian prison were highlighted. A good book is a good friend, teacher and company says
Ephraim (2011). Therefore, prison library which is a centre where good books and other
information resources are made available for use, could as well builds the emotional, social and
spiritual wellbeing of people who find themselves in prison as inmates.
Recommendations
However this paper recommended some salient solutions if adopted will in no small way improve
library services in Nigerian prisons. The recommendations are as follow;
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1. Adoption of Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
ICT should be fully adopted and effectively applied to smooth running of Nigerian prison
libraries. Internet services should be provided to enable the inmate connect to the outside
world. Advent of massive open online courses must be strongly used to ensure the exposure of
inmates to higher education and it is suggested that African correctional facilities partner with
local institutions of higher learning and universities to access teaching staff.
2. Adequate Funding

The government should ensure that the entire prison library is adequately funded and receives
annual allocations to cover salaries, library materials, subscriptions, equipment, IT, supplies,
contractual services, interlibrary delivery, network/consortia memberships, staff training, and
database fees. Nigerian prisons service should also partner with various reputable and
interested Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the country.
3. Space and Other Physical Facilities (Infrastructure)
In modern prison facilities, the physical space occupied by the library should be designed
specifically for library use, work flow, and functionality. Specialists in library design should be
consulted during the planning process. The effectiveness and success of library services are to
a large extent related to a welcoming and comfortable physical environment. The library
should be situated at a central location within the prison complex, preferably within or near the
education department. The library should be easy to reach for the largest number of prisoners
and be accessible for persons with physical disabilities.
4. Management of Prison Library by Librarians
The study also revealed that the Prison Library is not managed by a professional librarian, but
by inmates and untrained “librarians” who normally have Senior High School Certificates or a
similar qualification. A minimum qualification of a Diploma in Library Studies is required of
the library manager. The character of the librarian must be one interested in working with
prisoners and a person with a strong character to be able to provide adequate information for
the transformation of the lives of prisoners.
5. Reading Promotion for Inmates through Outreach Services
A readership promotion must be embarked upon to whip the interest of inmates in reading. It
must be made known to them the benefits of reading in the rehabilitation process. Prison
authorities should be aware that inmates who are engaged in productive pursuits are less likely
14

to cause problems and disturbances, thus properly preparing such inmates for return to the free
society. This also calls for the extension of public library services to the prisons, a programme
that could be spearheaded by the Ghana Library Authority. The prison librarian can serve as a
liaison to ensure external service providers are familiar with prison rules and regulations as
well as in the design of appropriate programmes for inmates.
6. Improve on Collection Development Policies
Nigerian Prison Services needs to review their collection development policies which will
improve their selection and acquisition of information materials needed in rehabilitating and
reforming the inmates without any bias. This calls for the development of a collection that is
up-to-date and more academic in nature in diverse subject areas. The Prison Library must also
make provision for audio visual materials, computers, as well as a simulated Internet for
learning by inmates. Prisoners must be involved in the selection and acquisition of materials to
satisfy their needs. The library collection should be regularly enhanced with new acquisitions
selected by the professional librarians. Materials should be selected according to a collection
management policy/plan that is based on the demographic composition of the prison
population. The collection management policy/plan should state clearly that no censorship will
be applied in the selection of materials, except in such circumstances where an individual
title/item is known to cause a threat to prison security.
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